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Abstract

During the Sacred Defense era, popular mobilization, as one of the main pillars of
resistance against the military aggression of Iraq's Ba'ath regime against Iran, was
formed based on political capital. This capital included the charismatic leadership of
Imam Khomeini (RA), the coordination among political and revolutionary
institutions, and governmental structures that played a role in mobilizing human,
financial, and spiritual resources. The objective of this research is to examine how
political capital—including leadership, institutions, and revolutionary ideology—was
utilized in popular mobilization during the eight years of the Sacred Defense and to
analyze the impact of this capital on strengthening national cohesion and resource
management under wartime conditions. This study employs a qualitative approach
using historical analysis, and data were collected through the study of texts related to
the Sacred Defense, documents from political institutions, and official reports. The
research findings indicate that the leadership of Imam Khomeini (RA), as key political
capital, played a decisive role in mobilizing popular forces. Furthermore, mosques,
Hussainiyas, and Basij bases, as socio-political capital, became centers for attracting
and directing people to the battlefronts; a matter that signifies the deep connection
between religious and political capital in the process of popular mobilization. The
results also reveal that revolutionary ideology and Islamic values, emphasizing
concepts such as "Jihad," "Martyrdom,"” and "Imamate,” functioned as political
instruments in stimulating public participation and strengthening the spirit of
resistance.

Keywords :Political Capital, Popular Mobilization, Sacred Defense, Charismatic
Leadership, National Cohesion
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