Deterrence Strategies of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps in Facing New Security Threats and
Managing Terrorist Crimes in the Context of
Contemporary Warfare

Akbar pourat ! | esmaeil abdollahi 2 | maryam safaer?

! Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Bu.C., Islamic Azad University,
Bushehr, Iran

2 Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Bu.C., Islamic Azad University,
Bushehr, Iran

3 Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Bu.C., Islamic Azad University,
Bushehr, Iran

Abstract

With the expansion of new forms of threat, including transnational
terrorism, hybrid warfare, cyber attacks, and cognitive operations, the national
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran faces complex and multi-layered
challenges. In this context, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC),
as a multi-dimensional military, intelligence, cultural, and popular institution,
plays a central role in maintaining internal security, managing terrorist crises,
and implementing intelligent deterrence against new threats. The present
research aims to analyze the deterrence strategies of the IRGC in facing new
security threats and managing terrorist crimes within the context of
contemporary warfare. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
survey-based, with data collected through library studies, interviews with
security experts, and Delphi method questionnaire analysis. Findings indicate
that the IRGC's deterrence is based on a combination of three main
components: hard deterrence through the enhancement of military,
intelligence, and border capabilities; soft deterrence through the production of
a resistance discourse, enhancing public awareness (basirat), and fostering
popular synergy in security; and hybrid/technological deterrence utilizing
cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence, and cognitive warfare to control and
prevent terrorist crimes.
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